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INTERCONNECT ASSEMBLIES AND METHODS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
5 The present invention relates to interconnect assemblies and methods for 

making and using interconnections and methods for making these interconnect 
assemblies. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

10 There are numerous interconnect assemblies and methods for making and 

using these assemblies in the prior art. Interconnect assemblies for making electrical 
interconnections with semiconductor integrated circuits must support the close spacing 
between interconnect elements, sometimes referred to as the pitch of the interconnect 
elements. Certain interconnect assemblies perform their functions through testing and 

15 the useful life of the integrated circuit. One type of interconnect assembly in the prior 
art uses a resilient contact element, such as a spring, to form either a temporary or a 
permanent connection to a contact pad on a semiconductor integrated circuit. 
Examples of such resilient contact elements are described in U.S. Patent 5,476,21 1 
and also in co-pending, commonly-assigned, U.S. Patent Application entitled 

20 "Lithographically Defined Microelectronic Contact Structures," Serial No. 

09/032,473, filed February 26, 1998, and also co-pending, commonly-assigned, 
U.S. Patent Application entitled "Interconnect Assemblies and Methods," Serial No. 
09/1 14,586, filed July 13, 1998. These interconnect assemblies use resilient contact 
elements which can resiliently flex from a first position to a second position in which 
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the resilient contact element is applying a force against another contact terminal. The 
force tends to assure a good electrical contact, and thus the resilient contact element 
tends to provide good electrical contact. 

These resilient contact elements are typically elongate metal structures which in 

5 one embodiment are formed according to a process described in U.S. Patent 
5,476,21 L In another embodiment, they are formed lithographically (e.g. in the 
manner described in the above-noted patent application entitled "Lithographically 
Defined Microelectronic Contact Structures"). Figure 1A illustrates an example of 
resilient contact elements which are formed using a technique described in U.S. Patent 

10 5,476,211. Figure IB shows an example of a resilient contact element which is 

formed using lithographic techniques such as those described in the above-noted U.S. 
Patent Application entitled "Lithographically Defined Microelectronic Contact 
Structures." In general, resilient contact elements are useful on any number of 
substrates such as semiconductor integrated circuits, probe cards, interposers, and 

15 other electrical assemblies. For example, the base of a resilient contact element may 
be mounted to a contact terminal on an integrated circuit or it may be mounted onto a 
contact terminal of an interposer substrate or onto a probe card substrate or other 
substrates having electrical contact terminals or pads. The free end of each resilient 
contact element can be positioned against a contact pad on another substrate to make 

20 an electrical contact through a pressure connection when the one substrate having the 
resilient contact element is pressed towards and against the other substrate having a 
contact element which contacts the free end of the resilient contact element. 
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It will be appreciated that in certain instances, it may be desirable to secure the 
free end to the corresponding contact element by an operation such as soldering. 
However, in many instances, it is appropriate to allow the contact to be made by 
pressure between the two substrates such that the contact end of the resilient contact 

5 element remains free. 

The resilient contact elements are useful for making electrical contacts because 
their resilience maintains pressure for good electrical contact and because they allow 
for tolerance in the vertical or Z direction such that all contact elements will be able to 
make a contact even if their heights vary slightly. However, this pressure sometimes 

10 leads to the deformation or degradation of resilient contact elements as they are 
compressed too much in the vertical direction. One approach to prevent the 
deformation or degradation of such resilient contact elements is to use a stop structure 
on one or both of the two substrates. The stop structure effectively defines the 
maximum deflection of the resilient contact element such that each of the resilient 

15 contact elements is prevented from overflexing (undue deflection) or being destroyed 
as a result of the two substrates being pressed toward each other. Figure 1A shows 
an example of an integrated circuit having contact pads 103 and having, for each of the 
contact pads, a resilient contact element 1 10 mounted thereto. A plurality of stop 
structures 104 and 105 are disposed on the surface of the integrated circuit 102. 

20 These stop structures will prevent undue deflection and may engage another substrate 
which is pressed towards the surface of the semiconductor integrated circuit 102. 
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Figure IB shows an example of a lithographically defined resilient contact 
element on a substrate, such as a semiconductor integrated circuit 120. The integrated 
circuit includes on its surface a stop structure 150. 

The lithographically defined resilient contact structure of Figure IB includes 
5 an intermediate layer 123 which makes an electrical interconnection with the pad 122 
through an opening in the passivation layer 121 on the surface of the substrate of the 
integrated circuit 120. A first metal layer 125 and a second metal layer 126 are then 
formed to create a beam having a step 128 and a beam portion 127. In this example, 
the beam portion is substantially parallel to the surface of the substrate 120. A tip 

10 structure including components 181, 182, 183, 184, and 185 is then subsequently 
mounted to the end of the beam 127 to create a resilient contact structure. Further 
details concerning methods for creating and using such lithographically defined 
resilient contact structures are described in the co-pending U.S. Patent Application 
entitled "Lithographically Defined Microelectronic Contact Structures" which is 

15 referred to above and which is hereby incorporated herein by reference. While this 
lithographically defined resilient contact element provides the advantage that it can be 
formed lithographically using modern photolithographic techniques which are 
prevalent in the semiconductor industry, there are certain disadvantages with this type 
of resilient contact element. For example, when a force F as shown in Figure IB is 

20 applied downwardly against the tip 185, a torqueing action occurs at the base of the 
resilient contact element. This torqueing action results from the pressure contact 
which occurs when a contact element on another substrate is pressed towards the tip 
185. This torque at the base tends to place stress at the base and along the beam 
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portion. If the beam portion 127 is a rectangular shape, this results in the stress being 
localized at the portion of the beam which is next to the base of the resilient contact 
element. While the stop structure 150 provides some assurance that certain levels of 
stress will not be exceeded, there are still certain concentrated areas of stress, as a 
5 result of the rectangular shape, which must be accounted for when designing a 

resilient contact element. Typically, accounting for these concentrated areas of stress 
requires increasing the use of the amount of materials at certain points in the resilient 
contact element. This in turn may limit the ability to design resilient contact elements 
to be smaller. This is particularly undesirable as the sizes of structures on 
10 semiconductor integrated circuits are being reduced over time. 

Thus, it is desirable to provide an improved resilient contact element. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides an interconnect assembly and methods for 
making and using the assembly. In one example of the present invention, an 
interconnect assembly includes a substrate and a contact element disposed on the 
5 substrate. A first portion of the contact element is adapted to be free-standing and is 
further adapted to be capable of moving from a first position to a second position 
when a force is applied to the first portion of the contact element. The interconnect 
assembly further includes a stop structure which is disposed on a second portion of 
the contact element. The stop structure defines in part the second position of the 

10 contact element. In one particular exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the 
substrate comprises a semiconductor integrated circuit. Force is applied when another 
contact element is brought into mechanical and electrical contact with the contact 
element. The stop structure defines the second position which defines a maximum 
flexing of the contact element. 

15 According to another example of the present invention, an interconnect 

assembly is formed by a method of disposing a contact element on a substrate, where 
a first portion of the contact element is free-standing and is capable of moving from a 
first position to a second position when a force is applied to the first portion of the 
contact element. The method also includes disposing a stop structure on a second 

20 portion of the contact element, where the stop structure defines the second position. 

It will be appreciated that a plurality of contact elements of the invention may 
be used to create an interconnect assembly. 



An example of a method according to another aspect of the present invention 
involves the formation of a freestanding elongate resilient contact element using a 
mold. In this method, a mold is depressed into a deformable material; the mold 
determines a shape of at least a portion of the freestanding elongate resilient contact 
element. This portion of the freestanding elongate resilient contact element is then 
formed on the deformable material. 

Various other assemblies and methods are described below in conjunction with 
the following figures. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention is illustrated by way of example and not limitation in the 
figures of the accompanying drawings in which like references indicate similar 
elements. 

5 Figure 1A shows an example of a plurality of resilient contact elements 

disposed on a substrate with stop structures on that substrate. Figure 1A is a 
perspective view of the substrate 102 with its resilient contact elements and stop 
structures. 

Figure IB shows an example of a lithographically formed resilient contact 
10 element formed on a substrate with a stop structure. Figure IB is a cross-sectional 
view of the resilient contact element and the stop structure. 

Figure 2A is a cross-sectional view of a resilient contact element according to 
one embodiment of the present invention. 

Figure 2B is a cross-sectional view of another embodiment of a resilient 
15 contact structure of the present invention with a stop structure disposed over a base of 
the resilient contact element. 

Figure 2C shows a cross-sectional view of another example of an 
embodiment of a resilient contact element according to the present invention in which a 
stop structure is disposed over a base of the resilient contact element. 
20 Figure 2D shows a cross-sectional view of another example of a resilient 

contact element of the present invention. 
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Figures 2E, 2F, 2G, and 2H show cross-sectional views which compare 
the deflection of an initially straight resilient contact element, shown in Figure 2E, to 
the deflection of an initially curved resilient contact element shown in Figure 2G. 

Figure 3A is a top view of one example of a resilient contact element 
5 according to the present invention. Figure 3B is a top view of another example of a 
resilient contact element according to the present invention. Figure 3C is a top view 
of another example of a resilient contact element according to the present invention. 
Figure 3D shows, in top view, an array of resilient contact elements disposed on a 
substrate. 

10 Figure 4 shows, in cross-sectional view, an example of an interconnect 

assembly of the present invention which includes a resilient contact element having a 
stop structure disposed over the base of the contact element and Figure 4 also shows 
another substrate being brought into contact with the substrate carrying the stop 
structures and the resilient contact element. 

15 Figure 5 is a flowchart showing an example of a method for forming a 

resilient contact element and a stop structure according to one embodiment of the 
present invention. 

Figure 6A shows a cross-sectional view of the structure of an interconnect 
assembly during the formation of a resilient contact element according to one method 
20 of the present invention. 

Figure 6B shows another cross-sectional view at a later processing stage in 
the fabrication process which produces a resilient contact element according to one 
embodiment of the present invention. 
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Figure 6C shows a top view of a portion of the structure 608 shown in 
Figure 6B. 

Figure 6D shows a cross-sectional view of the structure which results after 
several processing steps shown in Figure 5. 

Figure 6E shows a cross-sectional view of an alternative substrate onto 
which a resilient contact element of the present invention may be formed. 

Figure 6F shows a cross-sectional view after certain processing steps in the 
method of Figure 5. 

Figure 6G shows another cross-sectional view after further processing steps 
of the method of Figure 5. 

Figure 6H shows a top view of a portion of the structure shown in Figure 

6G. 

Figure 61 shows another cross-sectional view of the structure being formed 
according to the method shown in Figure 5. 

Figure 6J shows another cross-sectional view of a resilient contact element 
as it is being formed according to the method shown in Figure 5. 

Figure 6K shows a further cross-sectional view after further processing 
steps according to the method of Figure 5. 

Figure 6L shows a top view according to one embodiment of the structure 
shown in Figure 6K. 

Figure 7A shows in cross-sectional view an embodiment with multiple 
resilient contact elements and their corresponding stop structures. 
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Figure 7B shows a perspective view of one resilient contact element 
disposed within a well formed by the contact structure according to one exemplary 
embodiment of the present invention. 

Figure 8A shows an alternative embodiment in cross-sectional view of a 
5 resilient contact element according to the present invention. 

Figure 8B shows in perspective view the resilient contact element of Figure 
8A after the element has been assembled. 

Figures 9A, 9B, 9C and 9D show cross-sectional views of a substrate 
during another method, according to the invention, for forming a resilient contact 
10 element. 
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DET AILED DESCRIPTION 

The present invention relates to interconnection assemblies and methods and 
particularly to interconnect assemblies and methods for making mechanical and 
electrical connection to contact elements on an integrated circuit. The following 
5 description and drawings are illustrative of the invention and are not to be construed as 
limiting the invention. Numerous specific details are described to provide a thorough 
understanding of the present invention. However, in other instances, well known or 
conventional details are not described in order to not unnecessarily obscure the present 
invention in detail. 

10 Figure 2A shows a cross-sectional view of a resilient contact element which 

is one example of an embodiment of the present invention. The resilient contact 
element 201 of Figure 2A includes a first metal layer 209 and a second metal layer 
210 which have been formed at an oblique angle relative to the surface of the substrate 
202. The first metal layer 209 may be selected for its resiliency properties in order to 

15 impart resiliency to the resilient contact element and the second metal layer 210 may be 
selected for its electrical conductivity properties in order to provide good electrical 
conductivity for the resilient contact element. The substrate 202 is typically a 
semiconductor substrate which includes an integrated circuit which includes various 
terminals, one of which is shown as the contact pad 207 in Figure 2A. 

20 Representative terminals carry input/output signals, power or ground. This contact 
pad 207 is coupled through a wiring layer 206 to internal circuitry within the 
integrated circuit. The wiring layer 206 is disposed within an insulating layer 204, 
and layers 206 and/or 204 may be covered by a passivating layer 205 on the top 
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surface of the substrate 202. The layer 203 may be an insulating layer or a polysilicon 
layer or other layers which are known and used in integrated circuits. The contact pad 
207 is electrically and mechanically coupled to a shorting layer 208 which is disposed 
above the contact pad 207. The metal layers 209 and 210 are formed above the 
5 shorting layer 208 with a base portion of each of the metal layers 209 and 210 above 
and electrically connected to contact pad 207. Electrical conductivity between the 
contact pad 207 occurs through the shorting layer 208 and the metal layer 209 and 
finally to the metal layer 210. It will be appreciated that the resilient contact element 

201 of Figure 2 A may also be used for other types of interconnect assemblies such 
10 as probe card assemblies or interposers or other connection systems where a resilient 

contact element may provide electrical conductivity from a conductor in the substrate 

202 to the tip, which is free-standing, of the resilient contact element 201. As can be 
seen from Figure 2A, this resilient contact element is both free-standing and 
elongate. Also, the resilient contact element, in the embodiment shown in Figure 

15 2A, is sloped relative to the surface of the substrate 202. In a preferred embodiment, 
this slope typically forms an oblique angle relative to the surface of the substrate 202. 

In one particular embodiment of the present invention, the resilient contact 
element 201 may be formed such that the beam portion which extends from the base 
has a substantially triangular shape. This is shown in the top view of the resilient 

20 contact structure 301 shown in Figure 3A. That is, the beam portion 215 of the 
resilient contact element 201 may be formed in such a way as to have a substantially 
triangular shape such as the beam portion 303 of the resilient contact element 301 
shown in Figure 3A. The resilient contact element 301 includes a base 302 which is 
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attached to the beam portion and a tip 304 which makes electrical contact with another 
interconnect terminal/pad. Figure 3B shows, in a top view, another example of a 
resilient contact element 301 A which has a beam portion 303 A which has a 
substantially triangular shape. The beam portion 303A is attached to the base 302A 
5 and includes a tip 304A. 

Figure 2B shows another embodiment of the present invention in which a 
stop structure 21 1 is disposed on the top surface of the substrate 202 and is also 
disposed on top of a portion of the base 214 of the resilient contact element 212. In 
this embodiment shown in Figure 2B, the substrate 202 includes the similar 

10 components 203, 204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209 and 210 as in the case of the 

interconnect assembly shown in Figure 2A. A resilient contact element 212 includes 
two metal layers 209 and 210 which have been formed such that a base portion 214 of 
both metal layers rests on the upper surface of the shorting layer 208 while beam 
portion 215 extends from an end of the base portion 214 at an oblique angle relative to 

15 the surface of the substrate 202. The beam portion of the resilient contact element 212 
may have a triangular shape or other shapes such as rectangular shapes or other 
shapes which are known to be used for resilient contact elements. In one 
embodiment, however, it is preferred that the beam 215 have a triangular shape such 
as the beam 303 of Figure 3A or beam 303 A of Figure 3B. The stop structure 211 

20 is formed over the base portion 214 of the resilient contact element 212. The stop 

structure 211 acts to prevent overflexing (e.g. undue deflection) of the resilient contact 
element by determining the maximum amount of deflection of the resilient contact 
element 212 as it is pressed by a force F towards the surface of the substrate 202. 
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When another contact element, such as a contact pad on another substrate, is pressed 
toward and against the tip 216 of the resilient contact element 212, the upper surface 
of the stop structure 211 will engage a corresponding surface of the other substrate to 
prevent the substrate from being pressed further towards the surface of the substrate 
5 202. That is, the travel between the two substrates is limited by the stop structure 211 
such that the stop structure 211 will define or determine a minimum distance between 
the substrates and hence a maximum flexing of the resilient contact element 212. 
Further details in connection with advantages of and uses of stop structures are 
described in co-pending U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/032,473, which was 

10 filed July 13, 1998 and is entitled "Interconnect Assemblies and Methods;" this co- 
pending patent application entitled "Interconnect Assemblies and Methods" is hereby 
incorporated herein by reference. 

Figure 2C shows a simplified example of a resilient contact structure with a 
stop structure according to one exemplary embodiment of the invention. The 

15 interconnect assembly 23 1 includes a substrate 232 which has a wiring layer 237 
embedded therein. The wiring layer 237 is electrically coupled to a base portion 235 
of a resilient contact element 234. The base portion 235 is coupled to the beam 
portion 236. Typically, as described below, the beam portion 236 and the base 
portion 235 are formed integrally in one operation. Both the base portion 235 and the 

20 beam portion 236 may contain multiple conductive layers such as the layers 208, 209, 
and 210 as shown in Figures 2 A and 2B. As in the case of the embodiments 
shown in Figures 2A and 2B, the beam portion 236 of the resilient contact element 
234 extends from an end of the base portion 235 at an oblique angle relative to the 



-16- 

surface of the substrate 232. The stop structure 233 is disposed above and adhered to 
the surface of the substrate 232 and it is also disposed above and adhered to the top 
surface of the base portion 235. As shown in Figure 2C, an end of the wiring layer 
237 is mechanically adhered to and electrically coupled to the base portion 235. Since 
5 the stop structure 233 is mechanically adhered to the top surface of the substrate 232 
and to the top surface of the base portion 235, any torque created at the base portion 
235 (e.g. as a result of a force exerted against the tip of the beam portion 236 when a 
contact pad, such as the contact pad 411 shown in Figure 4, is pressed towards the 
surface of the substrate 232) will be balanced through various parts of the entire 

10 structure, including the stop structure 233, rather than merely the base portion 235 and 
the beam portion 236. It will be appreciated that, in an alternative embodiment, a stop 
structure may be disposed on only the base portion 235 and not the substrate 232 and 
that this stop structure will tend to balance any torque created at the base portion. 

Several dimensions are labeled in Figure 2C and also Figure 3A in order to 

15 provide examples of the present invention. It will be appreciated that the following 
examples are merely illustrative of the invention and are not intended to limit the 
invention and are not intended to provide an exhaustive set of examples for possible 
structures which are within the scope of the present invention. The distance c 
represents in one example (e.g. see Figure 4) the maximum displacement or 

20 deflection of the resilient contact element. In one example, this is approximately 75 
microns (about 3 mils). This distance c is normally less than the element's compliance 
which is the total amount of deflection or flexing which is available before "failure" of 
the resilient contact element. This distance in one example (e.g. see Figure 4) 
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represents the travel of the tip from a point where there is no force pressing against the 
tip to the point where the tip has been pressed flush with the top surface of the stop 
structure 233. Examples of these two states are shown in Figure 2C where no force 
is being applied to the tip and Figure 4 where a force has been applied to the tip such 
5 that one substrate 410 has its surface virtually in contact with the top surface of the 
stop structures 406 and 407. 

The thickness t represents the total thickness of the resilient contact element in 
a perpendicular cross-section of the resilient contact element as shown in Figure 2C. 
Typically, this thickness will be approximately the same throughout any particular 

10 cross-section, although it will be appreciated that in alternative embodiments, this 
thickness may be different at certain cross-sections. It will also be appreciated that 
Figure 2C represents a simplified example of a resilient contact element 234 and that 
the base and the beam portions may be fabricated from one or more conductive layers. 
In a typical embodiment, the thickness is approximately 25 microns, and the total 

15 height h of the resilient contact element 234 is approximately 150 microns (about 6 
mils). 

For certain embodiments, the spring rate of the resilient contact element may 
be approximately 1 to 2 grams per mil, where the spring rate "k" represents the force 
of the spring divided by the displacement of the spring (k = F/x). It will be 
20 appreciated that once the geometry and the materials have been selected for a particular 
resilient contact element, the thickness of the spring generally determines the spring 
rate. Thickness is a major factor in determining the stress at a maximum deflection, 
which is also dependent upon the material in the resilient contact element. It will be 



-18- 

appreciated that certain design points or goals will be established for a resilient contact 
element such that the maximum possible stress for the resilient contact element is less 
than a desired amount. The use of the stop structure 233 will tend to control the 
maximum amount of stress and also tend to relieve the stress at maximum deflection 
5 by counteracting the torque at the base portion of the resilient contact element. This 
can be seen from Figure 4 which will be further described below. 

The resilient contact element may have a curved shape which provides certain 
advantages that are described here in conjunction with Figures 2D, 2E, 2F, 2G and 
2H. Figure 2D shows a cross-sectional view of a curved resilient contact element 

10 234A which includes a base portion 235A, a tip 239A and a curved beam portion 
236 A. The base portion 23 5 A is coupled electrically to the wiring layer 237. The 
curvature of the beam portion may be used to compensate for bending of the beam 
portion during deflection of the resilient contact element. This compensation is shown 
in the comparison shown by Figures 2E, 2F, 2G and 2H. 

15 A stop structure 233 is disposed on the base portion 235 A and (optionally) on 

the substrate 232. 

Figures 2E and 2F respectively show an initially straight resilient contact 
element before and after deflection of the resilient contact element. When a force F is 
applied to the tip of the beam portion 236, the beam portion curves as shown in 
20 Figure 2F, and this causes the tip to be tilted away from the surface of the contact 
point on the other substrate and causes a shallow angle 9i to be formed between a line 
representing the surface of the contact point and a line through the end of the beam 
portion. These lines are shown in Figure 2F along with the angle 9 . The 
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shallowness of this angle tends to be undesirable for making a good electrical 
connection. 

Figures 2G and 2H respectively show an initially curved resilient contact 
element before and after deflection of the resilient contact element. When the force F 
5 is applied to the tip of the beam portion 236A, this beam portion tends to be 

straightened out as shown in Figure 2H. As a result of this straightening out, the 
angle 0 2 (the angle between the line representing the surface of the contact point and a 
line through the end of the beam portion) is not as shallow as angle Q { and thus better 
electrical contact may be accomplished using the curved resilient contact element. 

10 Figure 3 A and Figure 3B show another aspect of the present invention in 

which the beam portion of the resilient contact element has a substantially triangular 
shape. The resilient contact element 301 includes a base 302 which corresponds to the 
base 235 in Figure 2C. The beam portion 303 shown in the top view of Figure 
3A corresponds to the beam portion 236 of Figure 2C. The beam portion 303 

15 includes a tip 304 which corresponds to the tip 239 of the resilient contact element 234 
of Figure 2C. The triangular shape of the beam portion 303 tends to more evenly 
distribute across (e.g. tip to base) the entire beam the stress created when the tip 304 is 
pressed towards the surface on which the base 302 is resting. This allows the use of 
less material in the beam 303 while still obtaining good performance for the resilient 

20 contact element, such as the ability to withstand continued stress throughout the useful 
life of the resilient contact element. Figure 3B shows an alternative triangular 
shaped resilient contact element. 
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Figure 3C shows, in top view, another example of a resilient contact element 
3 10 which has a substantially triangular shape. In this case, the triangle is modified at 
the electrical contact end 3 12 to include a portion of a rectangle. The beam portion of 
the resilient contact element 310 is normally free-standing and capable of deflections 
5 when depressed and includes a triangular part 3 14 and a rectangular part 3 12. The 
triangular part is attached to the base portion 316. The beam portion may be attached 
to the base portion 3 16 at an oblique angle and may be lithographically formed 
together with the base portion 316. It can be seen that the cross-sectional areas taken 
at different cross-sections 318 and 320 will be different, and this is also true of the 

10 contact elements 301 and 301 A. 

The geometry of the beam portions of these substantially triangular shaped 
resilient contact elements provides improved performance over a cantilever beam 
spring which has a substantially constant cross-sectional area. Other shapes may also 
be selected to provide improved performance relative to cantilever beam springs which 

15 have substantially constant cross-sectional areas. The substantially triangular shape 
gives better behavior of the spring under stress and allows for tighter packing (small 
pitches) for the springs. Figure 3D shows an array of tightly packed (e.g. pitch of 
10 microns) resilient contact elements 31 OA, 31 0B, 3 10C and 310D of the type 
shown in Figure 3C on a substrate 322 (which may be an integrated circuit or an 

20 electrical connection substrate which may be used to test or make permanent contact to 
an integrated circuit). The geometry of the beam portion is selected to give optimum 
stress behavior for a given size constraint (e.g. the size as determined by the packing 
of the contact elements) and a given spring rate and a given/desired amount of 
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compliance for the contact element. A smaller size, as determined by a size constraint, 
for a given spring rate and given compliance tends to place greater stress at certain 
points of a cantilever beam having a constant cross-sectional area. A substantially 
triangular shaped resilient contact element, on the other hand, allows for tighter 
5 packing (see, e.g. Figure 3D) and smaller sizes while, for the same spring rate and 
given compliance, allowing better behavior under stress. 

In a typical embodiment, the dimensions li and I2 are about 9 mils while the 
dimension I3 is about 27 mils. An array of these resilient contact elements may be 
formed on a substrate, such as an integrated circuit or a contactor for making contact 

10 to an integrated circuit, to create a densely packed array of such resilient contact 

elements. Figure 8B shows one example of a layout of an array on a substrate 803. 
In one embodiment, these resilient contact elements may be packed so densely that the 
distance between corresponding points (e.g. bases) on adjacent contact elements is 
less than 30 mils and even as small as 0.1 mils (approximately 2.5 microns). Figure 

15 3D shows another example of an array of densely packed (tight pitch) resilient contact 
elements. 

The actual use of an interconnect assembly according to one embodiment of 
the present invention will now be described while referring to Figure 4. The 
substrate 402 includes a resilient contact element 403 having a beam portion 405 and a 
20 base portion 404. In this particular embodiment, the beam portion 405 may have a 
triangular shape or may have another shape such as a rectangular shape. Two stop 
structures 406 and 407 are adhered to the upper surface of the substrate 402 and the 
stop structure 406 is also adhered to the top portion of the base 404. The base 404 



-22- 

makes mechanical and electrical contact with the wiring layer 415 in the substrate 402. 
It will be appreciated that the substrate 402 may be a semiconductor integrated circuit 
or may be a passive wiring layer such as a probe card or interposer structure. Another 
interconnection assembly 410 having a contact pad 41 1 is brought into electrical and 
5 mechanical contact with the tip of the beam portion 405 as shown in Figure 4. The 
entire assembly 401, which includes substrates 410 and 402, is pressed together to 
assure a good pressure connection between the tip of the beam portion 405 and the 
surface of the contact pad 41 1. The contact pad 411 makes electrical contact with 
other components through the wiring layer 412 of the substrate 410. As the substrate 

10 410 is pressed towards the substrate 402, the tip of the beam portion 405 makes a 
wiping action which occurs laterally along the direction of the arrow 413 as shown in 
Figure 4. This improves the electrical contact between the beam portion 405 and the 
pad 411, thus improving the electrical contact between the wiring layers 415 and 412. 
It will be appreciated that Figure 4 illustrates the circumstance where the substrate 

15 410 is pressed completely against the substrate 402 and thus no further "travel" is 
possible (they cannot get closer). This represents the maximum deflection of the 
resilient contact element 403. However, in use of the assembly 401, the two 
substrates may not be abutting such that the resilient contact element 403 is deflected 
less than the maximum deflection while still achieving acceptable electrical 

20 conductivity between the beam 405 and the pad 411. The final assembly of substrates 
402 and 410 may be held in place by various techniques (with either maximum 
deflection of the resilient contact elements or less than maximum deflection) including 
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by mechanical forces (e.g. F m shown in Figure 4) and/or by an adhesive applied 
between the surface of substrates 402 and 410 (not shown). 

A method of fabricating an interconnect assembly will now be described; this 
method represents one particular example of the present invention and it will be 
5 appreciated that various other methods may be employed using alternative techniques 
and procedures. The method 500 shown in Figure 5 begins with the operation 502. 
This particular method assumes that a redistribution layer will be applied in order to 
redistribute contact pads having a certain arrangement and geometry to a set of another 
contact pads having a different arrangement and/or geometry. It will be appreciated 

10 that in other circumstances, a redistribution layer may not be necessary, and the 
contact elements of the invention may terminate directly on the wiring layers of the 
substrate without a redistribution layer; see Figure 6E. In operation 502, a 
passivation layer, such as a polyimide layer, is applied to the upper surface of the 
substrate having a contact pad disposed on the upper surface. In one embodiment, a 

15 polyimide layer may be spun onto the upper surface to uniformly cover the surface. 
Then the passivation layer is patterned using conventional photolithography to create 
openings in the passivation layer over the contact pads at the surface of the substrate. 
These contact pads may be input/output interconnections in a semiconductor integrated 
circuit or they may be contact terminals on a passive or active board or substrate such 

20 as a probe card or an interposer or other interconnect assemblies. 

Figure 6A shows an example of an interconnect assembly 601 having a 
contact 604 at the upper surface of the substrate 602. A wiring layer 603 is disposed 
in the substrate 602 in order to provide electrical conductivity between the pad 604 and 
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another component, such as a circuit within the substrate 602 or a contact terminal at 
another location on the substrate 602. It will be appreciated that typically the wiring 
layer 603 is disposed within an insulating layer in the substrate 602. It will also be 
appreciated that the portion shown in Figure 6A is the upper portion of the substrate 
5 602 and that other wiring layers and/or circuitry is disposed below this portion shown 
in Figure 6A. The passivation layer applied in operation 402 is shown as 
passivation layer 605 in Figure 6A. This passivation layer has been patterned to 
create an opening 606 over the contact pad 604. 

In operation 504 of Figure 5, a shorting layer is applied over the surface of 

10 the passivating layer 605 and over the surface of the contact pad 604. Then, a 

conventional photoresist is applied over the entire surface of the shorting layer and this 
photoresist is patterned using conventional photolithography to create an opening over 
the shorting layer. The shorting layer may be formed from copper, titanium, or 
titanium/tungsten or other appropriate metallization and may be sputtered onto the 

15 surface of layer 605. An example of a resulting interconnect assembly after operation 
504 is shown in Figure 6B. The interconnect assembly 608 of Figure 6B includes 
a shorting layer 609 which is disposed above the passivation layer 605 and the contact 
pad 604. The contact pad and the shorting layer 609 are in electrical conductivity. 
The patterned photoresist layer 610 includes an opening 61 1 over a portion of the 

20 shorting layer. This opening will be used to create a redistribution layer wherein the 
layout of the contact pad 604 will be redistributed to another location. This may be 
done to relax the interconnection pitch achieved at the end of the process when the 
resilient contact elements have been formed on the substrate 602. Figure 6C shows 
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a top view of the redistribution wiring layer. In particular, Figure 6C shows the 
pattern in the photoresist layer 610 which has created a hole in the patterned 
photoresist 610. This hole exposes a portion of the shorting layer 609 as shown in 
Figure 6C. 

5 In operation 506 of Figure 5, a redistribution layer is applied over the 

shorting layer. This redistribution layer may be applied by electrolytically plating (or 
electroless plating) a metal layer (e.g. copper or gold) onto the exposed portion of the 
shorting layer, where the shorting layer is used as the cathode in an electrolytic plating 
operation. It will be appreciated that on a typical substrate there will be many such 

10 redistribution traces created on the surface of the substrate in each of the patterned 
openings in the patterned photoresist 610. 

After the redistribution layer has been applied, the patterned photoresist layer 
610 is removed and the shorting layer which is exposed after removing the patterned 
photoresist layer is also removed. The redistribution layer may be used as a mask to 

15 remove the shorting layer. Thus, in this case, typically one metal (e.g. Ti/W) will be 
used to create a shorting layer and another metal (e.g. Cu) will be used to create the 
redistribution layer such that the redistribution layer will remain intact while the 
shorting layer is etched away or removed under the action of a solvent or etching agent 
which is resisted by the redistribution layer metal. The result of operation 506 is 

20 shown in Figure 6D. It can be seen that the patterned photoresist layer 610 has been 
removed and that the unprotected portion of the shorting layer 609 has also been 
removed, leaving the structure of the interconnect assembly 614 shown in Figure 
6D. In an alternative embodiment in which the shorting layer 609 is required for 
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subsequent electrolytic plating (e.g. because layer 642 has electrically isolated regions 
due to openings in the layer), then the shorting layer 609 is not removed in operation 
506 but is removed in operation 5 14. 

It will be appreciated that operations 502, 504, and 506 have been used to 
5 create a plurality of redistribution traces, such as a redistribution layer, on the surface 
of the substrate 602. This may be required in certain cases where the contact pads 
were designed to be connected to an interconnect mechanism other than a resilient 
contact element or it may be desirable for other reasons. It will also be appreciated 
that in certain instances, no such redistribution layer is necessary and thus a resilient 

10 contact element may be fabricated on a via or other contact element on the surface of a 
substrate. An example of a via is shown in Figure 6E in which a post 623 of 
conductive material is exposed at the upper surface 622 of the substrate 621. This 
conductive post 623 is electrically coupled to the wiring layer 623 which is also in the 
substrate 621. Typically, the material encasing the wiring layer 624 and the post 623 

15 is an insulating layer. The substrate 621 will typically be a part of a semiconductor 
integrated circuit although other interconnect assemblies may also be used, such as 
printed wiring substrates, interposers, etc. The processing from the structure 620 
shown in Figure 6E is similar to the processing of the structure 614 shown in 
Figure 6D from steps 508 through 516 of Figure 5. That is, while the structure 

20 620 does not need to be processed in operations 502, 504, and 506, it may be 

processed with operations 508, 510, 512, 514, and 516 as will structure 614 shown 
in Figure 6D. 
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The next operation in the method 500 is operation 508 in which a photoresist 
is applied and patterned to include an opening which has a slope on the photoresist. 
The resulting structure of the interconnect assembly is shown as structure 631 in 
Figure 6F. The photoresist 633 has been applied and patterned to create an opening 
5 632 which has a slope 634 on a portion of the opening. The opening is disposed at 
least partially over a portion of the conductive layer 615. It will be appreciated that 
typically, the flat portion of this opening will be utilized to construct a base for the 
resilient contact element while the sloped portion 634 will be used to construct the 
beam portion of the resilient contact element. 

10 There are numerous techniques known in the art for creating openings in 

photoresist which include a slope on the photoresist. For example, a gray-scale mask 
having a relatively continuous gradient of opacity from clear to black may be used to 
create a slope on the photoresist. Other methods may be used to provide the tapered 
side wall, which include: gently reflowing the masking material to taper a side of the 

15 opening; controlling the light exposure intensity or time to the masking material; 

during exposure, varying the distance of the mask from the masking layer; exposing 
the masking layer two or more times, one through the mask having a small transparent 
area and separately with a mask having a larger transparent area; or combinations of 
these methods. Methods for forming an opening having a tapered side wall are further 

20 described in co-pending U.S. Patent Application entitled "Lithographically Defined 
Microelectronic Contact Structures" which has been referred to above and which is 
hereby incorporated herein by reference. Also described below is a method in which a 
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mold is used to stamp a slope in a deformable material which is then used to form a 
resilient contact element. 

After operation 508, the operation 510 involves applying a seed layer and then 
applying and patterning a photoresist layer to create a triangular opening (in one 
5 exemplary embodiment) for a resilient contact element. The seed layer 642 shown in 
Figure 6G may be applied by conventionally sputtering an appropriate metallic layer 
(e.g. Cu or Ti or Ti/W) onto the surface of the photoresist 633. If the shorting layer 
609 was removed in operation 506, then the seed layer 642 should provide a 
continuous conductive surface except for the side wall 645, but if the shorting layer 

10 609 was retained in operation 506, then the seed layer 642 may be electrically 
discontinuous over its entire surface. 

In one preferred implementation, care is taken in the sputtering operation to 
avoid or prevent the sputtered material from remaining on the vertical side wall 645 so 
the opening in the photoresist 633 does not receive a continuous layer of the seed 

15 material. In another implementation, sputtering does cover some or all of the vertical 
side wall 645. In this implementation, it is generally preferable that the subsequent 
masking and patterning step cover some or all of the sputtered side wall so as to 
minimize or prevent subsequent deposition of additional conductive materials on the 
vertical side wall. 

20 After the seed layer 642 is applied, a photoresist layer is applied over the 

surface of the seed layer 642 as shown in Figure 6G. This photoresist layer is then 
patterned to create an opening 643 in the patterned photoresist layer 646 as shown in 
Figure 6G. This opening will be used to deposit at least one conductive layer, such 
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as a metal layer, on the top of the exposed portion of the seed layer 642. This will 
include the deposition of a beam portion of the resilient element on the sloping portion 
644 of the exposed portion of the seed layer 642. It is generally desirable for the 
subsequent plating or other deposition operation to fill the final shape contours in a 
5 regular manner. In one preferred embodiment, a seed layer is deposited so as to be 
primarily at the bottom of an opening in photoresist, particularly where the photoresist 
is from the masking and patterning phase of operation 510. 

Figure 6G shows an example of a structure 641 after completion of the 
operation 510. Figure 6H shows a top view of a portion of the structure 641. In 

10 particular, the portion of the structure 641 over the opening 643 is shown in the top 
view of Figure 6H. It can be seen that the patterned photoresist layer 646 exposes 
only a portion of the seed layer 642. In the particular example shown in Figure 6H, 
the base portion of the resilient contact element will be formed in the rectangular 
portion of the exposed seed layer 642 and the beam portion of the resilient contact 

15 element will be formed in the triangular portion of the exposed seed layer 642. This 
will result in a resilient contact structure having a beam portion which is substantially 
triangular in shape, such as the resilient contact structure shown in Figure 3A. It 
will be appreciated that in other embodiments, other shapes, such as rectangular 
shapes, may be used for the beam portion and thus top views of such structures 

20 would look differently than Figure 6H. 

After structure 641 has been created by completing the operation 510, 
operation 512 is performed on the structure 641 to achieve the structure 651 shown in 
Figure 61. Operation 512 typically involves in one exemplary embodiment the 
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electrolytic plating of a first metal layer and then a second metal layer into the 
triangular opening. In alternative embodiments, the opening may be a different shape 
(e.g. a rectangular shape to create a rectangular beam portion) and alternative methods 
may be employed to deposit one or more conductive layers into the opening. The seed 
5 layer 642 (or a retained underlying shorting layer if the seed layer 642 is electrically 
discontinuous over its surface) will be used as the cathode in the electrolytic plating 
operation to plate the metal layers 652 and 653 onto the exposed portion of the 
shorting layer in the opening 643 as shown in Figure 61. In one embodiment, the 
first metal layer 652 is selected to provide sufficient mechanical resiliency so that the 

10 final resilient contact element has sufficient resiliency for its intended operation. In 
one particular embodiment, a nickel cobalt alloy may be used. This alloy may be 70% 
nickel and 30% cobalt. This alloy may be heat treated as described in co-pending 
Application Serial Number 08/931,923 filed September 17, 1997. The second metal 
layer 653 is typically selected to provide good electrical conductivity; for example 

1 5 gold, or rhodium or a palladium cobalt alloy may be used. The composition of the 
various other layers and materials will be described further below. It will also be 
appreciated that numerous other types of materials may be selected for these metal 
layers, and these materials have been described in U.S. Patent 5,476,21 1. 

After one or more conductive layers have been deposited into the opening 643 

20 and the structure 651 has been completed, then operation 5 14 is performed to remove 
the photoresist layers and the sputtered shorting layers to achieve the structure 661 
shown in Figure 6 J. Conventional solvents or dry etching methods for removing or 
stripping the photoresist layers are utilized and solvents or etchants which will 
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selectively remove the sputtered seed layer, such as seed layer 642, are used to 
remove the shorting layer. Thus, the patterned photoresist layer 646 and the patterned 
photoresist layer 636 is removed. Also, almost all of the seed layer 642 is removed 
except for the portion of the layer under the base of the resilient contact element 662 as 
5 shown in Figure 6J. This results in the structure shown in Figure 6J which then 
may be used as an interconnect assembly (without a travel stop structure) or may be 
used with a travel stop structure after such structure has been created in operation 516. 

If it is desired to create a stop structure for the interconnect assembly, then step 
516 is performed on the structure 661. This operation involves the application of a 

10 photo-imageable material (PIM), such as a negative photoresist such as SU8 which is 
commercially available, over the entire surface of the structure 661. It is desirable that 
this PIM be applied uniformly to a uniform thickness and relatively flat, preferably as 
flat as possible. Thus it is preferred to spin the PIM, such as a photoresist, onto the 
surface of the structure 661 . Care should be taken to apply enough photoresist 

15 material such that after it is spun on, it covers the base of the resilient contact element 
662. That is, the height of the final structure created by this spun-on photoresist 
should be more than the height h of the base of the resilient contact element. 
Typically, the height of the final structure should also be less than the height of the 
freestanding contact point of the resilient contact element. Typically, the difference 

20 between the height of the freestanding contact point and the height of the final stop 

structure created by this photoresist should be fabricated to be the maximum deflection 
amount c described above. 
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After the proper amount of photoresist has been applied to achieve the desired 
height of the photoresist relative to the height h of the base of the resilient contact 
element (elements), then the photoresist layer is exposed and developed. The 
photoresist layer is exposed through a mask 690 such that an area around and below 
5 the beam portion of the resilient contact element remains unexposed while adjacent 
regions become exposed. Because the PIM in one embodiment is a negative 
photoresist, this will mean that the area which did not receive an exposure due to the 
mask 690 will be developed to remove the photoresist (and the exposed portions of 
the photoresist will remain), creating the opening 674 as shown in Figure 6K. In 

10 one embodiment, this mask 690 may be a rectangular mask which provides sufficient 
clearance for the beam portion to move up and down in the opening 674. In an 
alternative embodiment, the mask 690 may be a triangular mask which is designed to 
fit around the triangular shape of the beam portion of the resilient contact element 
when the resilient contact element has a triangular beam shape. Thus, the structure 

15 671 shown in Figure 6K results from operation 516 and produces a stop structure 
672 which is adhered to the passivation layer 605 and to the conductive layer 615 and 
to the base portions 652A and 653A of the resilient contact structure. Note that a 
portion 673 of the stop structure 672 is adhered to and is over the base portions 653 A 
and 652A. 

20 Figure 6L shows a top view of the structure shown in Figure 6K. Figure 

6L assumes that the mask 690 had a triangular shape rather than a rectangular shape. 
Thus, the opening in the patterned photoresist 672 which forms the stop structure is a 
triangular opening which matches the shape of the triangular beam portion while 
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providing sufficient clearance for the beam portion to move up and down within the 
opening 674. The base 653a is shown underlying the travel stop structure 672 in 
Figure 6L. In an alternative embodiment, a rectangular mask 690a may be used 
over the beam portion in the exposure operation 516 to create a rectangular opening 
5 674a shown in Figure 7B. This rectangular opening in the stop structure 672 may 
be used either for a triangular beam portion as shown in Figure 7B or may be used 
for a beam portion which is rectangular. It will be appreciated that whichever mask 
geometry is selected, it should provide sufficient clearance for the beam portion to 
move up and down within the opening in the stop structure 672. 

10 Figure 7 A shows a cross-sectional view of a plurality of resilient contact 

elements which include stop structures surrounding and disposed on the bases of the 
resilient contact elements. 

Figure 8A shows an alternative embodiment for creating a resilient contact 
element which includes three portions, a base portion, a beam portion, and a contact 

15 portion. The contact portion is useful for contacting a second electronic component as 
described above in detail. In addition, the contact portion may be used to attach a tip 
structure onto the end of the beam. Examples of various tip structures and methods 
for mounting tip structures are described in the co-pending U.S. Patent Application 
entitled "Lithographically Defined Microelectronic Contact Structures" and also in co- 

20 pending U.S. Patent Application 08/819,464, which was filed March 17, 1997. In 
particular, Figure 8A shows the structure after a stage in the fabrication process of 
an interconnection assembly after operation 512 (without operations 502, 504, and 
506 because this assembly does not utilize a redistribution layer). The structure of 
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Figure 8A includes a conductive post 604a disposed in an insulating layer of the 
substrate 602a. The conductive post is electrically coupled to a seed layer 642a which 
corresponds to the seed layer 642 of Figure 6L The seed layer 642a has been 
sputtered over a patterned photoresist layer 633a which includes an opening having a 
5 sloped side wall. The sputtered seed layer 642a is used to electrolytically plate two 
metal layers to create the structure shown in Figure 8A. The electroplating operation 
occurs through the patterned photoresist mask 646a which corresponds to the 
patterned mask 646 of Figure 61. After the plating operation has occurred, each 
metal layer includes a base portion, such as the base portion 653a, a beam portion, 

10 such as the beam portion 653b, and a contact portion, such as the contact portion 
653c. After the electroplating operation is completed, operation 514 may be 
performed to remove the photoresist layers 646a and 633a and then the sputtered seed 
layer 642a may be removed except for the portion under the base 653a. The resulting 
structure may be used as a resilient contact element in an interconnect assembly 

15 without a stop structure or the stop structure may be formed by performing operation 
516 as described above. 

Figure 8B illustrates an array 800 of two resilient contact elements 801 and 
802 on the surface of the substrate 803. Figure 8B is a perspective view and it will 
be appreciated that typically a large number of resilient contact elements may be 

20 disposed on the surface of the substrate, such as a semiconductor integrated circuit or 
other interconnect assemblies. The resilient contact elements shown in Figure 8B 
are similar to the type shown in Figure 8A in that they include a contact portion at 
the end of the beam structure. The beam structure, such as beam portion 653B, may 
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be a substantially triangular shape which is attached to the base portion 653 A. The 
contact portion 653C may serve itself as the contact tip for making contact to another 
contact terminal (e.g. contact terminal 41 1 as shown in Figure 4) or a tip structure as 
described above may be mounted onto the foot portion 653C to provide a tip structure. 
5 This structure may also be adapted for permanent connection to the contact pad (e.g. 
by use of solder or conductive epoxy). 

Figures 9 A, 9B, 9C and 9D illustrate another method for forming a 
resilient contact element according to the present invention. A mold 901, which may 
be photolithographically formed, includes a "negative" image of at least a portion of a 

10 resilient contact element. The mold 901 is shown in Figure 9A prior to being used 
on the deformable material 903 and is positioned above the deformable material 903, 
which is disposed on a substrate 905 which includes wiring layer 906. The substrate 
905 and wiring layer 906 is similar to the structure shown in Figure 6E. The 
deformable material 903 may be any number of materials, such as PMMA (poly 

15 methyl methacrylate), which are deformable when pressed with a mold or stamp and 
which can be used to receive the deposition of spring metals to form a resilient contact 
element and can be subsequently removed. The mold 901 includes, in the 
embodiment shown in Figure 9A, a base portion 90 IB and a sloped portion 901 A. 
It will be appreciated that other geometries may be used, including a rotated "L" shape 

20 (e.g. -i ) or a shape that will generate the curved beam portion of Figure 2D. 

The mold 901 is pressed into the deformable material as shown in Figure 
9B. Several pounds of pressure may be necessary (depending on the type of 
deformable material) in order to deform the deformable material to achieve the desired 
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shape. This in one exemplary embodiment causes the base portion 90 IB to be nearly 
touching the surface of substrate 905, leaving a thin region of the deformable material 
separating this surface from the base portion 90 IB. The mold 901 forces the 
deformable material to take the positive of its negative shape as shown in Figure 9B. 
5 The mold 901 is then separated from the substrate 905 and deformable material 903, 
leaving the structure shown in Figure 9C. This structure is then "cleaned" to 
remove the thin region 903 A of the deformable material which was under the base 
portion 901 B. The structure may be cleaned with an isotopic etch which removes all 
exposed deformable material but does not effect the substrate 905. This etch is 

10 performed for a sufficient duration to remove all of the thin region 903 A while leaving 
most of the remainder of the deformable material 903, including the sloped portion 
903B. The structure may be cleaned to remove the thin region 903 A with a plasma 
etch or a reactive ion etch or with a laser ablation etch. After removal of the thin 
region 903 A, the structure is shown in Figure 9D, and it is ready for further 

15 processing (e.g. operations 510, 512, 514, and 516 of Figure 5) to create a resilient 
contact element using the molded deformable material. 

There are numerous ways to create the mold. The mold may be formed from a 
silicon wafer by laser etching the surface of the wafer. A glass backing substrate with 
a photo-imageable material (which can be hardened) may be used with a mask to 

20 photolithographically define the mold. A silicon carbide wafer may be machined to 

define the mold by using electro-discharge machining techniques on the silicon carbide 
wafer. A negative of the mold may be formed in wax (e.g. paraffin), then sputtering a 
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shorting layer on the surface of the negative, after which the mold is formed by 
electrolytically plating a metal onto the shorting layer on the wax. 

The foregoing discussion has provided certain details with respect to materials 
and process steps. It will be appreciated that the present invention may be practiced 
5 with other types of materials and process variations. For example, in just some of 
many preferred implementations, the sputtered shorting layers may use copper, gold, 
aluminum, titanium, titanium/tungsten or other appropriate metallization. Further, the 
redistribution trace 615 may use copper or gold material in creating the trace. Other - 
materials may be employed to achieve similar results as will be appreciated by those 

10 skilled in the art. As another alternative embodiment, it will be appreciated that other 
methods for forming various layers may be employed. For example, processes based 
on electroless plating, chemical vapor deposition (CVD), or phase vapor deposition 
(PVD) may be utilized rather than electrolytic plating. 

In the foregoing specification, the present invention has been described with 

15 reference to specific exemplary embodiments thereof. It will, however, be evident 
that various modifications and changes may be made thereto without departing from 
the broader scope and spirit of the invention as set forth in the appended claims. 



CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 
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1 1 . An interconnect assembly comprising: 

2 a substrate; 

3 a contact element disposed on said substrate, a first portion of said contact 

4 element adapted to be free-standing and further adapted to be capable 

5 of moving from a first position to a second position when a force is 

6 applied to said first portion of said contact element; and 

7 a stop structure disposed on a second portion of said contact element, said stop 

8 structure defining said second position. 



1 2 . The interconnect assembly as in claim 1, wherein a plurality of said contact 

2 elements are disposed on said substrate, said contact elements disposed in a pitch 

3 having a range of about 2.5 microns to 2000 microns. 

1 3 . The interconnect assembly as in claim 1, wherein said substrate has a bond 

2 pad connected to a microelectronic device, said contact element disposed on said bond 

3 pad. 

1 4. The interconnect assembly as in claim 1, wherein said substrate has a re- 

2 distributed conductor connected to a microelectronic device, said contact element 

3 disposed on said re-distributed conductor. 
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1 5 . The interconnect assembly as in claim 1 , wherein said substrate has a bond 

2 pad connected to a test equipment, said contact element disposed on said bond pad. 

1 6 . The interconnect assembly as in claim 1, wherein said contact element is 

2 resilient and wherein said stop structure presses against said second portion with said 

3 force when said force is applied to said first portion. 

1 7 . The interconnect assembly as in claim 1, wherein said contact element 

2 comprises at least one metal layer. 

1 8 . The interconnect assembly as in claim 1, wherein said contact element 

2 comprises a first metal layer and a second metal layer, said first metal layer providing 

3 said contact element with resiliency and said second metal layer providing electrical 

4 conductivity for said contact element. 

1 9 . The interconnect assembly as in claim 1 , wherein said contact element is an 

2 elongate resilient contact element. 

1 10. The interconnect assembly as in claim 1 , wherein said first portion of said 

2 contact element is sloped relative to a surface of said substrate such that one end of 

3 said first portion of said contact element is at a height above said surface of said 

4 substrate. 
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1 11. The interconnect assembly as in claim 1 , wherein a portion of said first portion 

2 of said contact element protrudes at a height from a surface of said stop structure. 

1 12. The interconnect assembly as in claim 1 1, wherein said height in which said 

2 contact element protrudes from said surface of said stop structure is a predetermined 

3 height. 

1 13. The interconnect assembly as in claim 1, wherein said substrate comprises an 

2 integrated circuit in a semiconductor material, and wherein said force is applied when 

3 another contact element is brought into mechanical and electrical contact with said 

4 contact element. 

1 14. The interconnect assembly as in claim 1, wherein said contact element is a 

2 resilient contact element and wherein said force is applied when another contact 

3 element is brought into mechanical and electrical contact with said contact element and 

4 wherein said force causes said resilient contact element to flex from said first position 

5 to said second position and wherein said stop structure defines said second position 

6 which defines a maximum flexing of said resilient contact element. 

1 15. The interconnect assembly as in claim 1 , wherein said first portion of said 

2 contact element has substantially a triangular shape and a third portion of said contact 

3 element being a point of said triangular shape. 
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1 16. The interconnect assembly as in claim 1 , wherein said stop structure has a 

2 vertical height that is less than a vertical height of a shortest contact element that is 

3 statistically likely to exist. 

1 17. A method of forming an interconnect assembly, said method comprising: 

2 disposing a contact element on a substrate, a first portion of said contact 

3 element being free-standing and being capable of moving from a first 

4 position to a second position when a force is applied to said first 

5 portion of said contact element; and 

6 disposing a stop structure on a second portion of said contact element, said 

7 stop structure defining said second position. 

1 18. The method as in claim 17, wherein disposing said contact element on said 

2 substrate includes disposing another contact element on said substrate in a fine pitch. 

1 19. The method as in claim 17, wherein said contact element is free-standing and 

2 resilient. 

1 20. The method as in claim 17, wherein disposing said contact element further 

2 comprises: 

3 applying a first masking layer on said substrate; 



-42- 



4 



forming in said first masking layer, an opening extending into said first 



5 



masking layer, said opening having a tapered wall; and 



6 



depositing a metal layer on said tapered wall of said opening of said first 



7 



masking layer. 



1 21. The method as in claim 20, wherein said tapered wall is tapered using at least 

2 one technique of tapering by using a gradual scale, tapering by reflowing, tapering by 

3 controlled exposure, tapering by varying a mask distance or tapering by multiple 

4 exposures. 

1 22. The method as in claim 20, wherein after forming said tapered wall, the 

2 method further comprises: 

3 placing a mask pattern over said first masking layer, said mask pattern having 

4 a pattern substantially triangular in shape; and 

5 depositing said metal layer in said opening of said first masking layer in said 

6 substantially triangular shape according to said mask pattern. 

1 23 . The method as in claim 20, wherein depositing said metal layer includes using 

2 one of a sputtering deposition process, an electroplating process, a chemical vapor 

3 deposition process and an electroless plating process. 



1 



24. The method as in claim 20, wherein depositing said metal layer includes: 
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2 depositing a first metal layer, said first metal layer selected for its resilient 

3 property; and 

4 depositing a second metal layer, said second metal layer selected for its 

5 electrical conducting property. 

1 25. The method as in claim 20, further comprising: 

2 removing a portion of said first masking layer as to allow said contact element 

3 to be free-standing; and 

4 applying an additional layer as to cover said second portion of said contact 

5 element. 

1 26. The method as in claim 25, further comprising: 

2 planarizing said first masking layer to form said stop structure, said stop 

3 structure having a vertical height less than a vertical height of a shortest 

4 contact element that exists. 

1 27. The method as in claim 20, further comprising: 

2 removing said first masking layer; 

3 applying a second layer over said second portion of said contact element and 

4 allowing said first portion of said contact element to be free-standing. 



1 



28. The method as in claim 27, further comprising: 
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2 



planarizing said second layer to form said stop structure, said stop structure 



3 



having a vertical height less than a vertical height of a shortest contact 



4 



element. 



1 29. The method as in claim 17, wherein said contact element is a resilient contact 

2 element which is free-standing and wherein said force is applied when another contact 

3 element is brought into mechanical and electrical contact with said contact element and 

4 wherein said force causes said resilient contact element to flex from said first position 

5 to said second position and wherein said stop structure defines said second position 

6 which defines a maximum flexing of said resilient contact element. 

1 30. The method as in claim 17, wherein said contact element is a resilient contact 

2 element which is free-standing and wherein said stop structure presses against said 

3 second portion with said force when said force is applied to said first portion and 

4 wherein said force is applied when another contact element is brought into mechanical 

5 and electrical contact with said contact element. 

1 31. An electrical system comprising: 

2 a first substrate having a first contact element; 

3 a second substrate; 

4 at least one second contact element disposed on said second substrate, a first 

5 portion of said second contact element adapted to be free-standing and 

6 further adapted to be capable of moving from a first position to a 



-45- 



7 



second position when a force is applied to said first portion of said 



8 



second contact element by said first contact element; and 



9 



a stop structure disposed on a second portion of said second contact element, 



10 



said stop structure defining said second position. 



1 32. The electrical system as in claim 3 1 , wherein said second substrate has a bond 

2 pad connected to a microelectronic device, said second portion of said second contact 

3 element disposed on said bond pad, and said first substrate is one of (1) a test probe 

4 assembly having said first contact element to make contact with said second contact 

5 element and (2) a package having said first contact element to house said 

6 microelectronic device during use of said microelectronic device. 

1 33. A method for forming a freestanding, elongate resilient contact element, said 

2 method comprising: 

3 depressing a mold into a deformable material, said mold determining a shape 

4 of at least a portion of said freestanding, elongate resilient contact 

5 element; 

6 forming at least said portion of said freestanding, elongate resilient contact 

7 element on said deformable material. 



1 

2 
3 



34. A method as in claim 33 wherein said forming comprises depositing a 
conductive material on said deformable material after said deformable material has 
been deformed with said mold. 
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1 35. A method as in claim 34 wherein said mold comprises a plurality of shapes for 

2 a corresponding plurality of portions of freestanding, elongate resilient contact 

3 elements. 

1 36. A method as in claim 35 further comprising: 

2 removing said deformable material after depositing said conductive material. 

1 37. A method as in claim 36 wherein said freestanding, elongate resilient elements 

2 are disposed on corresponding electrical interconnect pads on a substrate. 

1 38. A method as in claim 37 wherein said substrate comprises a semiconductor 

2 integrated circuit. 

1 39. A lithographically formed resilient contact element having a curved beam 

2 portion which extends upwardly from a substrate and which is lithographically 

3 defined. 

1 40. A lithographically formed resilient contact element as in claim 39 further 

2 comprising: 

3 a base portion attached mechanically to said substrate and electrically coupled 

4 to an electrical interconnection terminal on said substrate, and wherein 



5 
6 
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said resilient contact element is freestanding when released after being 
initially formed. 



1 41. A lithographically defined resilient contact element as in claim 40 wherein a 

2 curve of said curved beam portion extends upwardly away from said substrate and 

3 said curve is lithographically defined by a curved slope in a sacrificial layer which is 

4 removed to release said resilient contact element. 

1 42. A lithographically defined resilient contact element as in claim 40 further 

2 comprising a sacrificial layer which defines a curve of said curved beam portion. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

Interconnect assemblies having resilient contact elements and methods for 
making these assemblies. In one aspect, the interconnect assembly includes a 
substrate and a resilient electrical contact element disposed on the substrate. A first 
portion of the resilient contact structure is disposed on the substrate and a second 
portion extends away from the substrate and is capable of moving from a first position 
to a second position under the application of a force. A stop structure is disposed on 
the surface of the substrate and on a surface of the first portion of the resilient contact 
structure. According to another aspect of the present invention, a beam portion of the 
resilient contact structure has a substantially triangular shape. 
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Attorney's Docket No.; 03401 .P084 Potent 
DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR PATENT APPLICATION 



As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below, next to my name. 

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or an 
original, first, and joint inventor (if plural names are listed below) of the subject matter 
which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled 

INTERCONNECT ASSEMBLIES AND METHODS 

the specification of which 

X is attached hereto. 

was filed on as 

United States Application Number 

or PCT International Application Number 

and was amended on ■ 

(if applicable) 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified 
specification, including the claim(s), as amended by any amendment referred to above. I 
do not know and do not believe that the claimed invention was ever known or used in the 
United States of America before my invention thereof, or patented or described in any 
printed publication in any country before my invention thereof or more than one year prior 
to this application, that the same was not in public use or on sale in the United States of 
America more than one year prior to this application, and that the invention has not been 
patented or made the subject of an inventor's certificate issued before the date of this 
application in any country foreign to the United States of America on an application filed 
by me or my legal representatives or assigns more than twelve months (for a utility patent 
application) or six months (for a design patent application) prior to this application. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose all information known to me to be material to 
patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, Section 1 .56. 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, Section 1 19(a)- 
(d), of any foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate listed below and have 
also identified below any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate having a 
filing date before that of the application on which priority is claimed: 
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Prior Foreign Application(s) 



Priority 
Claimed 



(Number) (Country) (Day/Month/Year Filed) Yes No 



(Number) (Country) (Day/Month/Year Filed) Yes No 

I hereby claim the benefit under title 35, United States Code, Section 1 19(e) of any United 
States provisional application(s) listed below 



(Application Number) Filing Date 



(Application Number) Filing Date 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, Section 1 20 of any United 
States application(s) listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims 
of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in the manner 
provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, Section 112, 1 acknowledge 
the duty to disclose all information known to me to be material to patentability as defined 
in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, Section 1 .56 which became available between 
the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT international filing date of 
this application: 



(Application Number) Filing Date (Status -- patented, 

pending, abandoned) 



(Application Number) Filing Date (Status -- patented, 

pending, abandoned) 

I hereby appoint the persons listed on Appendix A hereto (which is incorporated by 
reference and a part of this document) as my respective patent attorneys and patent 
agents, with full power of substitution and revocation, to prosecute this application and to 
transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected herewith. 

Send correspondence to James C. Scheller. Jr. BLAKELY, SOKOLOFF, TAYLOR & 

(Name of Attorney or Agent) 
ZAFMAN LLP, 12400 Wilshire Boulevard 7th Floor, Los Angeles, California 90025 and direct 
telephone calls to James C. Scheller. Jr. (408) 720-8598. 

(Name of Attorney or Agent) 
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I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like 
so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of 
the United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of 
the application or any patent issued thereon. 



Full Name of Sole/First Inventor Benjamin N. Eldridae^ 



Inventor's Signature 




Date 



7/>-?/f? 



Residence 



Danville, California 



Citizenship 



United States 



(City, State) 



(Country) 



Post Office Address 651 Sheri Lane 

Danville. CA 94523 





Residence 



Livermore, California 



Citizenship 



Canada 



(City, State) 



(Country) 



Post Office Address 659 Orange Way 

Livermore. CA 94550 
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APPENDIX A 



William E. Alford, Reg. No. 37764; Farzad E. Amini, Reg. No. P42,261; AloysiusT. C. AuYeung, Reg. 
No. 35,432; William Thomas Babbitt, Reg. No. 39,591; Carol F. Barry, Reg. No. 41,600; Jordan Michael 
Becker, Reg. No. 39,602; Bradley J. Bereznak, Reg. No. 33,474; Michael A. Bernadicou, Reg. No. 
35,934; Roger W. Blakely, Jr., Reg. No. 25,831; Gregory D. Caldwell, Reg, No. 39,926; Yong S. Choi 
Reg, No. P43,324; Thomas M. Coester, Reg. No. 39,637; Michael Anthony DeSanctis, Reg. No. 
39,957; Daniel M. De Vos, Reg. No. 37,813; Robert Andrew Diehl, Reg. No. 40,992; Tarek N. Fahmi, 
Reg. No, 41,402; James Y. Go, Reg. No. 40,621; Dinu Gruia, Reg. No. P42,996; David R. Haivorson, 
Reg. No. 33,395; Willmore F. Holbrow III, Reg. No. P41,845; George W Hoover II, Reg. No. 32,992; 
Eric S. Hyman, Reg. No. 30,139; Dag H. Johansen, Reg. No. 36,172; William W. Kidd, Reg. No. 
31,772; Michael J. Mallie, Reg. No. 36,591; Andre L. Marais, under 37 C.F.R. § 10.9(b); Paul A. 
Mendonsa, Reg. No. 42,879; Darren J. Milliken, Reg. 42,004; Thinh V. Nguyen, Reg. No. 42,034; 
Dennis A. Nicholls, Reg. No. 42,036; Kimberley G. Nobles, Reg. No. 38,255; Daniel E. Ovanezian, 
Reg. No. 41,236; Babak Redjaian, Reg. No. 42,096; James H. Salter, Reg. No. 35,668; William W. 
Schaal, Reg. No. 39,018; James C. Scheller, Reg. No. 31,195; Anand Sethuraman, Reg. No. 
P43,351; Charles E. Shemwell Reg. No. 40,1 71; Jeffrey Sam Smith, Reg. No. 39,377; Maria 
McCormack Sobrino, Reg. No. 31,639; Stanley W. Sokoloff, Reg. No. 25,128; Judith A. Szepesi, 
Reg. No. 39,393; Vincent P. Tassinaa Reg. No. 42,179; Edwin H. Taylor, Reg. No. 25,129; George 
G. C. Tseng, Reg. No. 41,355; Joseph A. Twarowskt Reg. No. 42,191; Lester J. Vincent, Reg, No. 
31,460; Glenn E. Von Tersch, Reg. No. 41,364; John Patrick Ward, Reg. No. 40,216; Charles T. J. 
Weigell Reg. No. 43,398; Kirk D. Williams, Reg. No. 42,229; Steven D. Yates, Reg. No. 42,242; Ben 
J. Yorks, Reg. No. 33,609; and Norman Zafmaa Reg. No. 26,250; my patent attorneys, and James 
A. Henry, Reg. No. 41,064; my patent agent, of BLAKELY, SOKOLOFF, TAYLOR & ZAFMAN LLP, with 
offices located at 12400 Wilshire Boulevard, 7th Floor, Los Angeles, California 90025, telephone 
(310) 207-3800, and James R. Thein, Reg. No. 31,710, my patent attorney. I also hereby appoint 
David Larwood, Reg. No. 33,191, my attorney; of FORMFACTOR, INC., located at 5666 La Ribera 
Street Livermore, California, 94550, telephone (510)294-4300, with full power of substitution and 
revocation, to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the Patent and 
Trademark Office connected herewith. 
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APPENDIX B 



Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, Section 1 .56 
Duty to Disclose Information Material to Patentability 

(a) A patent by its very nature is affected with a public interest. The public interest is best served, 
and the most effective patent examination occurs when, at the time an application is being examined, the 
Office is aware of and evaluates the teachings of all information material to patentability. Each individual 
associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor and good faith in dealing 
with the Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Office all information known to that individual to be 
material to patentability as defined in this section. The duty to disclosure information exists with respect to 
each pending claim until the claim is cancelled or withdrawn from consideration, or the application becomes 
abandoned. Information material to the patentability of a claim that is cancelled or withdrawn from 
consideration need not be submitted if the information is not material to the patentability of any claim remaining 
under consideration in the application. There is no duty to submit information which is not material to the 
patentability of any existing claim. The duty to disclosure all information known to be material to patentability 
is deemed to be satisfied if all information known to be material to patentability of any claim issued in a patent 
was cited by the Office or submitted to the Office in the manner prescribed by §§1 .97(b)-(d) and 1 .98. 
However, no patent will be granted on an application in connection with which fraud on the Office was practiced 
or attempted or the duty of disclosure was violated through bad faith or intentional misconduct. The Office 
encourages applicants to carefully examine: 

(1) Prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a counterpart application, and 

(2) The closest information over which individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a 
patent application believe any pending claim patentably defines, to make sure that any material information 
contained therein is disclosed to the Office. 

(b) Under this section, information is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to 
information already of record or being made or record in the application, and 

(1) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of 
unpatentability of a claim; or 

(2) It refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position the applicant takes in: 

(i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 

(ii) Asserting an argument of patentability. 

A prima facie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a conclusion that a claim is 
unpatentable under the preponderance of evidence, burden-of-proof standard, giving each term in the claim its 
broadest reasonable construction consistent with the specification, and before any consideration is given to 
evidence which may be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary conclusion of patentability. 

(c) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the 
meaning of this section are: 

(1) Each inventor named in the application; 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) Every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the 
application and who is associated with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an 
obligation to assign the application. 

(d) Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply with this section by 
disclosing information to the attorney, agent, or inventor. 
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